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Thank you notes 
received from 
Steve Carle, 

Rodney and Gay 
Murphy 

CHURCH STAFF 

Every Central Park Member…...Missionary 

Matt Haines…………………..Senior Pastor 

David Holmes……………….Music Minister 

Ken Bush…..Min. of Education & Outreach 

Jaime Early...Min. of Youth &Young Adults  

Debbie Pirkle………….Minister to Children 

Karen Florence ….... Childcare Center Dir. 

Teresa Smyser …………………..Secretary 

Whitley Fleming…...……………. Secretary 

Esther Oettle……………………..Custodian 

Marie Hammon .……....Secretary Emeritus 

Church Office………….…….256-355-4628 

www.CentralParkBaptist.org 

OUR CHURCH IN ACTION  
REPORT (As of 2/21):  

 

Feb S.S. Average ………..............243 
Feb Worship Average …..….…....260 

 

Budget Offering Rec’d….....$111,203.61 
Budget Needs........................ $114,212.00 
Harvest……………..……….$59, 909.51 

Harvest 2018-19 Pledged & Given  
 $104,065.00   

 
 

May 20, 2018 5:45pm 

Pray for our Guatemala Mission Team 

March 14-21  
Mark Your Calendars!  

June 24-29 

For completed grades K-8th 

Early Registration begins Mar. 3rd 

Student Summer Camp 

July 15-19 

For completed grades 7th-12th 

More details soon! 

Welcome 

Jaime, Laura, 

Avery, and Tai 

Early! 

Jaime has 

accepted the 

position of 

Minister of Youth 

and Young 

Adults. He will 

begin working on 

February 24th. 

You’re invited to attend 
the baby  shower for Emily 
Wilson daughter-in-law of 

Steve and Pam Wilson. 

 

Sunday, March 3, 2019 

1:30pm-3pm in the parlor. 

 
Emily is registered at 
Target and Amazon. 

Welcome new 

members: 

Jeff & Peggy Suggs, 

Kamille Sims-Mason, 

And The Early Family 

(Jaime, Laura, Avery, & Tai) 



MUSIC  

Preparations are in full 

swing for our Easter Music 

Celebration, “Mighty Cross” 

on Sunday evening April 

14th. The choir will be 

sharing anthems that 

celebrate the awesome gift 

of God’s redeeming love 

and grace through His son 

Jesus on the cross. It is not 

too late to join the 

Sanctuary Choir and be a 

part of the blessing of 

leading the church family in 

worship weekly. Rehearsals 

are each Wednesday night 

in the Sanctuary at 6:55pm. 

Come Join Us! 

He Keeps Me Singing, 

David Holmes 

KEN’S KOMMENTS 
 

Save the Date for Mission Trip 2019 . . . As I write this article I am a 

week away from taking a quick trip to our likely mission location for this 

summer (and hopefully a few years).  By the time you get this edition of “The 

Park News” Jim Harris  and I should have returned with a pretty solid idea of 

what all we would do this summer.  Here are the details we know at this 

point: 

• The location would be Westernport, Maryland. 

• We would be working with the Pastor, Steffan Carr, and people of the 

Bruce Outreach Center, a NAMB (North American Mission Board of 

the SBC) endorsed church. 

• The projected date for this trip will be July 6-13 (Saturday to 

Saturday). 

• Westernport is in the Appalachians in far western Maryland, at the 

northeast corner of West Virginia. 

• We anticipate doing construction work, Backyard Bible Clubs, helping 

with their clothing and food bank ministries, and other opportunities. 

• We will announce the cost of participating in this mission endeavor 

soon after Jim and I return from our Vision Trip. 

• We have found out that we would stay in a nice Microtel (nothing like 

last year’s motel) and will receive a great rate through an agreement 

Pastor Carr has with the motel.  

• We are looking at this location for a partnership for a couple of 

reasons.  First, there is a wide variety of ministries we can help them 

with.  Second, Pastor Carr has a strong vision of how to share the 

Gospel with his community and their people have bought into that 

vision and actively support it.  This location does present the 

opportunity to engage in a multi-year partnership.   

  

 

9 Commitments Needed From Church Members For Revitalization to 

Happen . . . When Pastor Matt came as our new Senior Pastor we 

understood that for our church to thrive, we needed to undergo a 

revitalization – a rebirth.  To make this happen we must all make the 

following commitments: 

1.  To move from an “I Am” member to an “I Will” member.  This is changing 

from knowing I need to do the “I Will”, to actually doing the “I Will.” 

2.  I will worship with others.  We need it and our Lord deserves it! 

3. I will grow together with others.  We are meant to do life together, 

including discipling. 

4.  I will serve.  We were created to serve both God and each other. 

5.  I will go.  Christ commands us to “go and make disciples.” 

6.  I will give generously.  Will you rob God of what He requires of us – a 

tithe? 

7.  I will not be a church dropout.  Again, God deserves your devotion to His 

Church. 

8.  I will avoid the traps of “churchianity.”  I won’t let the idol of traditions to 

keep me bound. 

9.  I will make a difference.  Our lives find their greatest fulfillment in making 

Kingdom contributions.  Don’t go to your grave without ever making a 

real difference! 

      (Resource: Thom Rainer’s audio blog) 

Childcare Chatter  

 
I t ’ s  t i m e  f o r  D a y c a r e 
registration once again! We 
will beginning registration for 
summer and fall of 2019 on 
March 11th. Our summer 
program fills up fast, so if you 
are interested in registering 
your child for the summer or 
fa l l ,  p lease  s top  by  the 
daycare that week. 
 
If you are a stay at home 
mom, retired grandmother, or 
just someone looking for 
something to fill your time, 
p lease cons ider  be ing a 
substitute at the daycare! We 
a r e  a l w a y s  l o o k i n g  f o r 
teachers to rock babies, and 
love on our little ones. Come 
by and fill out an application! 
 
We will be starting a new 
women's study on March 
13th. We meet in room 410. 
Childcare is provided! We 
would love to have you! 
 
Thank you for your continued 
prayers and support! I look 
forward to another great 
school year (2019-2020)! God 
is doing great things for this 
church  and the  daycare 
ministry!  
 In Christ,  
  Karen Florence 

 

 

 

In his book, Bold Moves, Craig Etheredge, Lead Pastor of FBC, 
Colleyville, TX, and a strategic leader in the growing disciple-making 
movement writes about the continuing crisis of church decline and 
unhealthy church in Western civilization. In it, he gives us the following 
bad news: On the average, 4,000 churches in the West close their doors 
each year compared to 1,000 new church plants; every year 2.7 million 
church members fall into inactivity; half of all churches haven’t added a 
new believer in the last two years; and now the U.S. has the third-largest 
population of people who do not profess to be Christians.  Then he writes, 
“The problem isn’t the culture. The early church flourished in a dark and 
hostile environment, and even today the fastest growing churches are in 
areas of great persecution and resistance.  The problem isn’t techniques.  
No style of music or slick marketing strategy can bring about life change.  
The problem isn’t competing ideologies.  The gospel is the gospel for all 
nations, tribes, and cultures.  So, what is the problem?  The problem is 
that the church has forgotten its intended purpose, to make disciples of 
Jesus Christ who will turn around and make more disciples.” 

 

I agree with Etheredge’s assessment.  For decades now the evangelical 
church has been in decline because we have forgotten that our primary 
purpose is not to build religious edifices filled with professing believers.  
Our primary purpose is not to provide space to entertain and mollify 
religious consumers.  Our primary purpose is to do what Jesus modeled 
for us and commanded us to do – to make disciples.  And, as we focus on 
making disciples, we make more disciples because Jesus’ model for 
disciple-making inherently leads to healthy disciples who understand that 
they are to make others disciples.  So, if our ministry platforms are not 
making healthy disciples who understand and apply Christ’s call to make 
other disciples, then we are not doing the work Christ has called us to do.  
In the end, the defining questions we all need to ask ourselves are simply 
this: “Am I a growing disciple of Jesus Christ?” and “Am I actively engaged 
in making other disciples of Jesus?”   

  

Please continue to pray for me and our staff as we continue to work 
through these conversations and evaluate our ministries, seeking to make 
sure all we do is done to create a culture where Central Park Baptist 
Church exists to make disciples who love God, love others, and make 
disciples.  Speaking of prayer, please pray for our Guatemala Mission 
Team that will be serving in Guatemala March 14-21.  We will pray over 
and commission them on Sunday, March 10th.   

 

Finally, a big welcome to our newest staff member, Jaime Early and his 
family – Laura, Avery, and Tai.  Jaime began his ministry here at Pastor to 
Youth and Young Adults on February 25.  Pray for Jaime as he transitions 
to a new ministry and as he begins to equip our church to reach students 
and make them into growing disciples of Jesus!   

 

Till all the nations hear! 

Pastor Matt 

 


