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Thank you notes 
were  

received from: 
Austinville Elementary and Pat 

Caldwell 

 

 
Ernie and Jackie Corcoran with 

the passing of Ernie’s sister; 

Pat Caldwell with the passing 

of her mother; and Gwen Glenn 

with the passing of her brother. 

CHURCH STAFF 

Every Central Park Member…...Missionary 

Matt Haines…………………………...Pastor 

David Holmes……………….Music Minister 

Ken Bush…..Min. of Education & Outreach 

Debbie Pirkle………….Minister to Children 

Karen Florence ….... Childcare Center Dir. 

Teresa Smyser …………………..Secretary 

Whitley Fleming…...……………. Secretary 

Esther Oettle……………………..Custodian 

Steve Carle……………………Maintenance 

Marie Hammons……....Secretary Emeritus 

Church Office………….…….256-355-4628 

www.CentralParkBaptist.org 

MEETINGS THIS MONTH 
 

Youth Leadership   
  Sunday, Oct. 7, 8am 
Deacons Meeting   
  Sunday, Oct. 9,  4:30pm 
Building & Grounds 
   Sunday, Oct. 9, 7pm 
Finance 
   Sunday, Oct. 16, 7pm 
Missions Committee 
   Sunday, Oct. 30, 4pm 

OUR CHURCH IN ACTION  

REPORT: As of Sept. 23rd 
 

Sept S.S. Average ………..............216 

Sept Worship Average …..….…....258 

 

Budget Offering Rec’d.....$556,020.59 

Budget Needs.....................$617,310.00 

Harvest 2017-2018 ….….$  95,714.85 
 

May 20, 2018 5:45pm 

 

Central Park Baptist Church New Members: 

Matt, Alison, and Drew Haines 

Mission Trip to ABCH  

Oxford, Alabama 

October 25-27 

Sign Up by calling Jim 
Harris. 

I, Aimee Breland, will be going back to Havana, Cuba on October 6-13th. This is my 

4th international mission trip and missions have become a big part of my life and 

perhaps my life’s work. Please continue to pray 

for me to have an understanding of what God 

wants for my life. The team will be working with 

historic churches (Inglesia Bautista de Parraga) 

and help the house churches grow and become 

stronger in the Western Baptist Association. Pas-

tor Oniet Nunez is the pastor of the historical 

church and is helping four other pastors establish 

house churches within the communities (what 

we would call neighborhoods). Several of the 

house churches are in the homes of the pastors. 

Hope Missions has built a strong foundation to 

partner with believers in Cuba to reach their 

community with the Gospel of Jesus Christ 

through a variety of projects (VBS, evangelism, 

leadership training, Bible conferences, construc-

tion projects, and more).  

Once again, I am very honored and humbled that 

my church family supports me, and missions, as a 

whole, and in such a wonderful way. Thank you! 

Pray for our Disaster Relief team from AL, Wiley and Martine Blankenship, 

and Gino and Sharon Shirey, who are currently helping with the clean up in 

NC due to hurricane Florence.  

     Congratulations to Jimmie and 
Martha Harris! The selection 
committee for the National 2018 
Catherine Hershey Awards 
selected Jimmie and Martha Harris 
as the 2018 Houseparents of the 
Year.  There were a number of very 
capable couples nominated to be 
the recipients of this year's award.   
     The committee was very 
favorably impressed with the 
professionalism, skillset and years 
of service that Jimmie and Martha 
have devoted to working with 
children and families from hard 
places. The 2018 National CORE 
Conference Jimmie and Martha will 
be honored at will be held on 
October 10, 2018 in Waco, Texas. 



MUSIC  
 

Sanctuary Choir – September was 

an awesome month in the Music 

Ministry! We added 3 new choir 

members and a new orchestra 

member! Please know there is still 

room for everyone who would like 

to help us lead worship each week. 

The choir rehearses on Wednesday 

evenings at 6:50 in the Sanctuary 

and the orchestra rehearses in the 

Sanctuary on Sunday mornings at 

9:00. Christmas rehearsals are just 

getting started so now is a GREAT 

time to join.  
 

Buildings & Grounds – Our much 

anticipated painting work has 

begun! By the time you receive 

this newsletter the parlor will be 

completed and painting will be 

beginning on the foyer behind the 

gym. When that area is completed, 

the exterior doors at each 

entrance on the main campus will 

be painted also. Please avoid these 

areas during the week and we will 

be sure that they are ready for use 

on Sundays. Thanks for your 

cooperation and understanding 

during this much needed project. 
 

  He Keeps Me Singing, 

   David Holmes 

KEN’S KOMMENTS 

 

A Convenient and Helpful Resource . . . Our Alabama State Board of 

Missions in Prattville has developed a wonderful resource to help leaders in 

the many different ministries churches engage in.  This resource, 

onegreatsunday.org, is a 24/7 online resource that you can access at home 

and use at your own pace.  As leaders of the various ministries of the church 

we owe it to ourselves, the people we serve, and especially the Lord Jesus, to 

prepare ourselves to do the best we can.  Try it out.  I would love to hear back 

from you as to what you think of this resource. 

 

A Reality Check . . . This week Bro. Matt, Debbie, and I attended a 

conference sponsored by the North American Mission Board which featured 

some outstanding church leaders who were extremely inspiring.  Their stories 

were compelling, and God is obviously working His wonders in and through 

their churches.   

 

  There was also a wake-up call as one of the NAMB leaders told us what 

is happening among SBC churches when it comes to evangelism.  I knew that 

the news would be negative, but I was stunned and moved by what we heard.  

We were told that in 2017 SBC churches baptized the fewest number of 

people since 1948.  In fact, 32% of all 48,000 Southern Baptist churches 

baptized no one!  Fifty percent baptized 2 or less.  80-85% of all SBC 

churches reported 9 or less baptisms.  We are one of those churches, having 

baptized 7 during the 2017-18 church year, which is average for a church our 

size.  But who wants to be average?  I think we would all say that being an 

average church is nothing to be satisfied with or is something to aspire to be. 

 

After spending time with Bro. Matt, our new Pastor, I believe he has a 

firm handle on what it will take to become a highly evangelistic church, and 

the leadership skills to turn this ship in the right direction.  Each one of us, 

though, will have to decide whether to follow his lead and be willing to make 

the Great Commission the true compass for our church.  Honestly, like most 

churches we have tended to be more like consumers who want the church to 

see to our needs rather than being committed disciples who are willing to 

give their all to the One who gave His all for us.   

 

Let me ask you to renew your commitment to our Lord Jesus and to seek 

to follow Him perhaps in ways and intensity that you haven’t experienced in 

a long time.  The longer we are believers the easier it is to become 

comfortable with the status quo and to forget what it is like to be lost.  Will 

you look back to the time before you asked Jesus to be your Lord and Savior, 

and recall what you were like before you became a believer?  Perhaps if each 

of us were to do this, there would be a greater sense of compassion for lost 

people and a renewed urgency to tell our family members, our co-workers, 

our friends, anyone you can, about what Jesus did for you and what He can 

do for them.   

Childcare Chatter  

Thank you for your 
continued support of the 
childcare center. The 
donations of tissue and 
cleaning supplies have 
been a great help. In the 
month of October, we are 
accepting donations of 
candy (for our fall festival) 
and batteries (especially AA 
and C). Please drop those 
off at the childcare side of 
the building. We appreciate 
all that you do for us and 
your continued prayers for 
the center. 
Love In Christ,  
Karen Florence 

The Wednesday Night 

Ladies Bible Study 

continues with some 

Christian movie nights and 

fellowship in the childcare 

media room. Come Join us 

from 6-7pm! 

The Deacon Ministry Luncheon for senior ladies will be held in the 

Outback immediately following worship on October 21st. Your 

deacon will be contacting you.  

 
 
 

“God, in his sovereignty, has chosen to limit His activity to the prayers of His 
people.”  These were the words spoken by Vance Pitman, Lead Pastor of 
Hope Church in Las Vegas at a NAMB workshop I attended recently.  Vance 
planted the church where he pastors 18 years ago in one of the most deca-
dent and least-churched areas of the country.  However, God has birthed a 
highly-evangelistic, gospel-centered church that is changing lives in this city 
known more for vice than virtue.  In our session, Vance was crystal clear that 
the central reason he believes they have experienced God’s favor in seeing 
lives changed has been due to the continual prayer focus of the church.  

The more I do ministry, the more I am increasingly aware of the need for 
God’s power more than clever ministry strategies and relevant church pro-
grams.  In the same way, the more I do ministry, the more I see my own 
weakness and tendency to drift more towards strategy and programming 
than I do to the power of prayer.  Take some time to read through the book 
of Acts and notice how many times the power of God follows the prayers of 
God’s people.  In Acts 2, God’s people experienced great awe, wonders, and 
signs, as well as evangelistic favor and growth, because they devoted them-
selves to prayer.  In Acts 4:31, God’s people experienced the filling of the Holy 
Spirit and great evangelistic boldness because they were devotedly praying 
for God’s favor.  E.M. Bounds wrote, “The life, power and glory of the Church 
is prayer. The life of its members is dependent on prayer and the presence of 
God is secured and retained by prayer. The very place is made sacred by its 
ministry. Without it, the Church is lifeless and powerless.”  (The Necessity of 
Prayer) 

If Vance Pitman is correct and God has sovereignly chosen to limit his activity 
to the prayers of His people, then what would our recent prayer lives at CPBC 
reveal about what we expect God to do in our church, in our families, in our 
city?  If we want to see a move of God at Central Park Baptist Church, we 
need to create spaces in our lives of intentional, focused prayer.  We need to 
be fervently praying for lost people that God has placed in our lives.  We need 
to passionately pray for God’s Spirit to move in our church.  We need to pray 
intentionally for gospel advancement among the 2,000 unengaged, un-
reached people groups on our planet with no access to the good news of Je-
sus Christ.  We need to get back to a deep dependency on prayer in our per-
sonal lives.   Will you join me as we begin to pray more than we have ever 
prayed before and then anticipate what the Spirit of God will do? 

Till all the nations hear, 

Pastor Matt 

Austin High Football Prayer 

Breakfast Schedule: 

Friday, October 5th 

Friday, October 12th 

*Thursday, October 18th* 

Friday, October 26th 

*Thursday, November 1st* 
 

Pastor Matt and Alison would like 

to extend a sincere thank you to 

everyone who sent cards and gift 

cards during their recent move. 


